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What does a Sound Test involve? 

Testing is carried out between a pair of rooms separated by a partition wall or floor. This involves setting up a 
noise source on one side of the partition wall or floor and measuring the noise that comes through to the other 
side. For this reason, access is required to either side of the separating partitions. 

Building Regulations state that tests should be carried out between pairs of ‘living spaces’, including bedrooms, 
living rooms, dining rooms and kitchens. Testing should not be carried out between living spaces and: corridors, 
stairwells, or hallways. 

 

How much testing is required? 

The recommended sample size, within Building Regulations Part E, is for 1 full set of tests to be carried out for 
every 10no. dwellings/flats. 

 

Sets of Tests in: 
Dwelling-Houses (semi- 
detached/terraced/attached) 

Flats with separating floors only Flats with separating walls and 
floors 

2 x airborne wall tests 2 x airborne floor tests 2 x airborne wall tests 
 2 x impact floor tests 2 x airborne floor tests 
  2 x impact floor tests 

 
 

Site Readiness Checklist 

Testing should be conducted in completed but unfurnished rooms. To avoid any aborted test fees, please 
ensure the site is prepared in advance and the following site conditions are met: 

 
- 240V mains power in all dwellings/flats. 
- Full, exclusive access to properties on both sides of the separating partitions is required. 

o Where adjoining dwellings/flats are under separate ownership, access must be arranged. 
- Site must be vacant for the duration of the test. 
- Soft floor coverings (e.g. carpet, foam backed vinyl, etc.) should NOT be fitted. 

o If soft floor coverings have been installed this should be taken up. 
o If this is not possible, at least 50% of floor should be exposed. 
o If soft floor coverings are in place, a non-compliance will be noted on the report. It is at the 

discretion of your building control officer as to whether they accept this. 
- Rooms should be unfurnished. 

o If furniture is in place, a non-compliance will be noted on the report. It is at the discretion of 
your building control officer as to whether they accept this. 

- All doors and windows should be fitted with seals and be able to close. 
- Kitchen units, cupboards, etc. on walls should have their doors open and be unfilled. 
- All fixtures and fittings should be fitted, staggered and sealed. 
- Skirting boards should be fitted and sealed top and bottom. 
- Parking should be available close to site. 

Please note, where a technician is unable to carry out all or part of services agreed during the arranged site 
visit, due to site unreadiness, the client shall be liable to pay 100% of the agreed price of the services. 
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